
Are you ready to be a full time
“Snowbird”?

There comes a time when our clients decide to relocate permanently in the state of their
choice; often in a warmer locale!  This happens often enough that we thought we would
share a checklist for those considering this exciting next phase in their lives. 

Recommended action steps when changing your permanent residency from Illinois to another
state:

Spend more than 183 days per year in the new state. If you vacation during the year in any other
state(s), you should make sure you are not present in Illinois more days than you are present in
your new state of residency (even if you are in Illinois less than 183 days).

Maintain a log or diary of the days spent in each state (primarily for tax reporting purposes). 
Own or rent property in the new state. If renting, the lease should be at least one year.
Change address to new state for all personal and financial records.

Reflect the new state as your principal residence on all documents no matter how formal or
informal.
Inform your employer of your change in address.
File a Declaration of Domicile with the county clerk’s office in the new state.
File a Homestead exemption in the new state. If you continue to maintain a home in Illinois,
cancel the homestead exemption. An individual receiving a homestead exemption for Illinois
property is presumed to be a resident of Illinois for income tax purposes, according to Illinois
tax regulations.
Change passport to reflect the new state address.

When filing federal and state income tax returns, use the new address as your state of residence.
Change address on all accounts that generate year-end tax forms such as 1099s.

Apply for a driver’s license in the new state and cancel your Illinois license.
Change title and registration of vehicles to the new state and surrender the Illinois
registration.
If you lease a car, lease from a company in the new state.
Switch to insurance policies in the new state since insurance coverages are different in each
state.

Close Illinois bank accounts and open new bank accounts in the new state. 
Open safety deposit box in the new state and close any safe deposit boxes located in Illinois.
Register to vote and vote in the new state. Do not vote in Illinois.
Establish relationships with medical teams (physician/dentist) in the new state and have your
records transferred from Illinois. 
Modify your Will and estate planning documents to reflect that you are a resident of the new state. 
Join professional and social clubs in the new state. Resign from all professional and social clubs in
Illinois or change status to nonresident.



Do not make political contributions to candidates in Illinois.
Obtain a burial site in the new state.
Join local church, synagogue or other religious institution, if you belonged to one in Illinois, resign
from them.
Move family heirlooms and valuables to the new state.

Your spouse and dependents should also be located in your new state of residency. Your
spouse should take the same steps to establish residency. Children should be enrolled in
schools in your new state of residency.

The above is not an exhaustive list and any taxpayer contemplating changing their state of residency
should discuss fully with their tax advisor.

Published January 2025

Mesirow does not provide legal or tax advice. Past performance is not indicative of future results. The
views expressed above are as of the date given, may change as market or other conditions change, and
may differ from views express by other Mesirow associates. This is not a solicitation to buy or sell the
securities mentioned. Do not use this information as the sole basis for investment decisions, it is not
intended as advice designed to meet the particular needs of an individual investor. Information herein has
been obtained from sources which Mesirow believes to be reliable, we do not guarantee its accuracy and
such information may be incomplete and/or condensed. All opinions and estimates included herein are
subject to change without notice. This communication may contain privileged and/or confidential
information. It is intended solely for the use of the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
strictly prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing or using any of the information. If you receive this
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately and destroy the material in its entirety,
whether electronic or hard copy. This material is for informational purposes only and is not intended as an
offer or solicitation with respect to the purchase or sale of any security.

Mesirow refers to Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. and its divisions, subsidiaries and affiliates. The Mesirow
name and logo are registered service marks of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. ©2025, Mesirow Financial
Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. Any opinions expressed are subject to change without notice. Past
performance is not indicative of future results. Advisory Fees are described in Mesirow Financial Investment
Management, Inc.’s Form ADV Part 2A. Advisory services offered through Mesirow Financial Investment
Management, Inc. an SEC registered investment advisor. Securities offered by Mesirow Financial, Inc.
member FINRA and SIPC.


