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Legacy checklist

The loss of a loved one brings not only grief but also the burden of managing the affairs that 
follow. This guide is designed to help you organize those tasks.  

WEEKS 1 AND 2
	□ Attend to pets

	□ Call family and close friends

	□ Funeral arrangements – Contact local media for obituary

	□ Get a legal pronouncement of death (Death Certificate) from the funeral home

	□ Contact social security administration

	□ Call estate attorney, set up appointment

	□ Determine who executor is (this will be in the will)

	□ Call nursing home administrator if in a home and deceased passed elsewhere

	□ If they are employed, notify employer

	□ Forward mail

WEEKS 3, 4 AND 5
	□ Locate your Mesirow Document Locator and gather your documents

	□ Find and inventory all assets

	□ Find passwords to all online accounts

	□ Focus on will and estate plan – submit final Will to probate (may need to hire counsel) 

	□ Obtain letters of office, confirming named executor.  

	□ Secure all the deceased’s property

	□ Contact landlord if renting

	□ Attend to last wishes

	□ Keep bills current

	□ Contact insurance companies (life, auto, renters). Terminate policies.

	□ Close accounts as required 

	□ Contact banks and other financial institutions to repaper or close accounts as required

	□ Send death certificate to a credit agency

	□ Manage Crypto accounts

Mesirow Wealth Management is a division of Mesirow Financial Investment Management, Inc., an SEC-registered investment advisor.



Mesirow Wealth Management | Legacy checklist

mesirow.com

Since every individual and family’s situation is unique, this list is not exhaustive, and meant to provide some preliminary direction. Mesirow does not provide legal or tax advice. Mesirow refers to Mesirow Financial 
Holdings, Inc. and its divisions, subsidiaries and affiliates. The Mesirow name and logo are registered service marks of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. Some information contained herein has been obtained from 
sources believed to be reliable, but is not necessarily complete and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Any opinions expressed are subject to change without notice. Any performance information shown represents 
historical market information only and does not infer or represent any past performance of any Mesirow affiliate. It should not be assumed that any historical market performance information discussed herein 
will equal such future performance. It should be assumed that client returns will be reduced by commissions or any other such fees and other expenses that may be incurred in the management of the account. 
Performance information provided also contemplates reinvestment of dividends. Advisory Fees are described in Mesirow Financial Investment Management, Inc.’s Part 2A of the Form ADV. Mesirow Financial does 
not provide legal or tax advice. Advisory services offered through Mesirow Financial Investment Management, Inc. an SEC-registered investment advisor. Securities offered by Mesirow Financial, Inc., member 
FINRA, SIPC. Intellectual property of Mesirow Financial Investment Management may not be copied, reproduced, distributed or displayed without MFIM’s express written permission. © 2026. All rights reserved.

WEEK 5 AND BEYOND
	□ Close credit card accounts (once you have verified that all online 

payments have been notified)

	□ Cancel driver’s license

	□ Manage air and related miles/rewards with credit cards, etc

	□ Delete or memorialize social networks

	□ Close email accounts

	□ Update voter registration

	□ Cancel mobile phone

	□ Determine what to do with the deceased’s Passport

About Mesirow
Mesirow is an independent, employee-
owned financial services firm founded 
in 1937. Headquartered in Chicago, 
with locations around the world, we 
serve clients through a personal, custom 
approach to reaching financial goals 
and acting as a force for social good. 
With capabilities spanning Global 
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firm’s founding capability. We are the 
initial namesake business of Norman 
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